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EDUCATION 

Ph. D. Boston University, University Professors Program: Anthropology, and Material Culture, 2011 
Dissertation title: " Who Controls Culture? Power, Craft and Gender in the Creation of 
Icelandic Women's National Dress." 
Advisor: Charles Lindholm, Ph.D. (University Professor, CAS Anthropology) 

B.A.  Wimbledon School of Art London, Dept. of Theatre. London, UK, 1986 
Three-Dimensional Design. (Costume, sets, sound, lighting, etc.) 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

1996  - present University of Rhode Island, College of Human Services and Sciences 
Department of Textiles, Fashion Merchandising and Design 
Lecturer, from 2010: 
Development of Contemporary Fashion TMD 240; Apparel Design (TMD 327); Seminar in 
Textiles and Clothing TMD 402; Portfolios & Presentations (TMD 427); URI101  
Instructor 1996-2010: 
Apparel Design (TMD 327); Portfolios & Presentations (TMD 427) 
Also: Supervision of internships and independent studies. 

2005 (Nov.)  Goldsmiths College, Dept. of Computing Arts, University of London, UK  
The Design Process Workshop 
Created and directed a week-long design workshop for graduate students in Computing 
Arts 

2004  (Summer) Rhode Island School of Design, Dept. of Continuing Education 
Instructor: Introduction to Illustration and Design for Apparel  

1996- 2000     Rhode Island School of Design, Dept. of Continuing Education 
Instructor in Fashion Design όΨфс-Ωллύ  
The History of Fashion. (Lectures, 1997) 
The Life and Work of Dior (Lectures & field trip to Metropolitan Mus. of Art, N.Y., 1997) 

1994- 1996 Reykjavik Technical College, Reykjavik Iceland, Dept. of Industrial Design 
Department Chair. In charge of founding the department. 
Courses taught: Apparel Design, Fashion Illustration, Costume History, Design Studio, 
AutoCAD, Textile Science. Facilitator for Design Seminar. 

1992- 1994     Reykjavik Technical College, Reykjavik Iceland,  Dept. of Tailoring and Dressmaking 
Instructor in Apparel Design & Costume History.  



 

aspelund@etal.uri.edu  •  home: (401) 467-0195  •  cell: (401) 556-1832  •  skype: (401) 369-8633 

1989 -1994     Icelandic School of Drama 
Occasional Guest Lecturer on Costume History and Theory of Stage Costume 

1988 -1991     Association of Icelandic Theaters 
Lectures on Costume History & Stage Costume/ Workshops for Actors, Directors and 
Designers: "Props and Set as Character-Formation Tools", "Clothes Make the Man - 
Creating a Character with Costume", "Set Design in Poor Theater" 

INDUSTRIAL AND ARTISTIC DESIGN 

2001- 2008   Mid-Ocean Studio, Providence Rhode Island 
Lead Designer, Researcher, CAD Modeler, Liaison with the S.H.A.P.E. Lab at Brown 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ. The Mid Ocean Studio is led by the sculptor 
Brower Hatcher. The S.H.A.P.E. Lab is an NSF ITR multidisciplinary project. 

1999 - 2002   Exhibit A, Providence Rhode Island 
Senior Designer of Trade Show Exhibits 

FILM: ART DIRECTION AND COSTUME DESIGN 

1996  Costume Design: Djoflaeyjan/Devil's Island 
Director: Fridrik Thor Fridriksson 
Best Scandinavian Film of the Year, the Nordic Amanda Prize, 1997; Icelandic Entry, Academy 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ άhǎŎŀǊέ ŦƻǊ .Ŝǎǘ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ CƛƭƳ мффтΤ .Ŝǎǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƛƭƳΣ !ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ CƛƭƳ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ мффтΤ 
FIPRESCI Prize, Karlovy Vari International Film Festival 1997, Young Audience Award, Rouen 
Nordic Film Festival 1997 

1994  Art Direction: Benjamin Dufa/Benjamin Dove 
Director: Gisli Snaer Erlingsson 
Best Film, Dublin Children's Film Festival 1997; Official Selection, Children's Film Festival, Berlin 
1996 

1993  Costume Design & Wardrobe Master: Biodagar/Movie Days 
Director: Fridrik Thor Fridriksson 
Best Scandinavian Film of the Year, the Nordic Amanda Prize, 1994; Balticum Prize, Nordic Film 
Days, Lübeck, 1994; Icelandic EnǘǊȅΣ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ !ǿŀǊŘΩǎ άhǎŎŀǊέ ŦƻǊ .Ŝǎǘ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ CƛƭƳΣ мффрΤ tǳōƭƛŎ 
Prize, Festival de Laon France, 1995; Grand Prix, European Film Festival in Mamers en Mer, 
France, 1995; Grand Prix, XIVe festival du film d'environnement, Paris 1995 

1992  Art Direction: Stuttur Frakki/Behind Schedule 
Director: Gisli Snaer Erlingsson 

THEATER: SET AND COSTUME DESIGN 

40 + Theatrical credits include: 2 rock-concerts, 5 ballets (modern), 1 operetta (Die Fledermaus), 
р ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅǎ όone co-written and designed after own story), and 2 musicals (Les Miserables, 
Cabaret). Also of note: Romeo and Juliet, Who's afraid of Virginia Woolf?, Dangerous Liaisons, 
Steel Magnolias, The Road to Mecca, and Bent. 
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1988-1996    Freelance Theatrical Designer 
1994-1995    Icelandic National Ballet, Designer in Residence  
1986-1988    Icelandic National Theater, Designer in Residence  

PUBLICATIONS  

Books: 
o Aspelund, K. Fashioning Society, New York:  Fairchild Publications, 2009  

o Aspelund, K. The Design Process (2nd ed.), New York:  Fairchild Publications, 2010 (2006) 

Papers and articles: 
o !ǎǇŜƭǳƴŘΣ YΦ άFerðabók S.S. Howlands frá 1873άόάS.S. Howland´s Journal of Travel to Iceland in 

1873Φάύ Saga (JouǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LŎŜƭŀƴŘƛŎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩ Society ) XLVIII:1 2010 

o Aspelund,  K. έHallbar Design Behover SlöƧŘŜƴΦέ όέGreen 5ŜǎƛƎƴ bŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ /ǊŀŦǘǎΦέύ Hemsljöden 
(Journal of the Swedish Handcraft Society) 2009/1: 16-17  

o !ǎǇŜƭǳƴŘΣ  YΦ άHandverkshefðin: Fyrirmynd við Kennslu í Visthæfri Hönnun.έ όά/ǊŀŦǘ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴs: 
Models for Teaching Sustainable DesignΦέ Hugur og Hönd (Journal of the Icelandic Handcraft Society) 
2008: 36-37 

o ²ƛƭƭƛǎΣ !ΦΣ !ǎǇŜƭǳƴŘΣ YΦΣ ŜǘΦ ŀƭΦΣ ά/ƻƳǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƘŜƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ .ƛƻƳƛƳŜǘƛŎ {ŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜέΣ Lƴ Proceedings of 
the ACM (Association for Computing Machinery),5th Intl. Conference on Creativity and Cognition 
(C&C),pp.22-31, London, April 2005. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Conference Presentations: 
o Aspelund, K. ά¸Ŝǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ LŎŜƭŀƴŘΥ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ recently discovered travel journal by S.S. Howland from 
муто ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ LŎŜƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ100th Conference of 
the Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies, University of Washington, Seattle, April 
2010. 

o Aspelund, K. άWho are these Folk? What is their Dress? ς Problems of Definition in the Study of 
WƻƳŜƴΩǎ National DǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ LŎŜƭŀƴŘΦέ 2009 Meeting of the Nordic Councils for National Dress, 
(Nordiskt Dräktseminarium, 2009) Orbaden, Sweden. August 2009.  

* Updated and delivered in Icelandic to a public audience at the National Museum of Iceland in Reykjavík, 
in November of 2009 (see below). 

o !ǎǇŜƭǳƴŘΣYΦΣ DΦ IΦ wƻǎŜƴƪƧŋǊΣ hΦ YǊƛǎǘƧłƴǎŘƽǘǘƛǊΥ ά¢ƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ 
distinct Icelandic identity, 1857-мутпΦέ 2009 Meeting of the Nordic Councils for National Dress, 
(Nordiskt Dräktseminarium, 2009) Orbaden, Sweden. August 2009. 

o Aspelund, K. άDefining National Culture by Stealth and Design: How a 19th Century Artist and a 
Secret Society Defined 20th Century Icelandic Culture.έ Conference of the Society for the 
Advancement of Scandinavian Studies, University of Wisconsin, Madison, May 2009.  

* 1st prize, Society of Historians of Scandinavia's Award for best graduate student paper in history, 2009. 
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o Aspelund, K. άCraft Traditions as Teachable aƻŘŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΦέ Nordic Handcrafts 
Association Conference in Reykjavik, Iceland, September 2007 

o Aspelund, K. άThe Internet as Theater.έ New England Theatre Conference, Providence, R.I. 1996 

 
Invited Presentations: 
o άSiggi séní, Coco Chanel og Iggy Pop: Hátískuöldin og átökin ǳƳ ƝƳȅƴŘ ǾŜǎǘǊŋƴǎ ǈƧƽśŦŞƭŀƎǎΦά ό{ƛƎƎƛ 

the Genius, Chanel, and Iggy Pop: The HundǊŜŘ ¸ŜŀǊǎΨ CŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦάύ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ άCŀǎƘƛƻƴΥ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΣ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅΦέ  IƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 
the Icelandic Textile Center in Blönduós, and Hólar University College, Iceland. June 2010. 

o ά²Ƙȅ ²ƻǊǘƘΚ ²Ƙȅ tŀǊƛǎΚέ Lecture hosted by: The Association of Icelandic Master-Tailors and 
Dressmakers. Reykjavík, January 2010 

o άWho are these Folk? What is their Dress? ς Problems of Definition in the Study of WomeƴΩǎ 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ LŎŜƭŀƴŘΦέ National Museum of Iceland in Reykjavík. November 2009.  

* A previous version was delivered in English at the 2009 Meeting of the Nordic Councils for National 
Dress, (Nordiskt Dräktseminarium, 2009) Orbaden, Sweden. August 2009 (see above.) 

o άDesigning and Dressing Sustainably: What Must We Teach, What Must We Learn?έ Nordic Fashion 
Biennale, Nordic House, Reykjavik Iceland, March 2009  

o άOƴ ŀƴ ΨLŎŜƭŀƴŘƛŎΩ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ /ǊŀŦǘ ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ aƻŘŜƭǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΦέ 
Lecture and Workshop, Reykjavik Technical College, Reykjavik Iceland, March 2009 

o άThe DesƛƎƴ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΥ LƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ YŜȅΦέ Guest Lecture, Reykjavik Technical College, Reykjavik 
Iceland, March 2009 

o άInnovation and the Importance of Cross-Disciplinary Collaborationέ Lecture at Reykjavik Art 
Museum, Reykjavik Iceland, March 2009 

o άhƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ǊŜǎǎ in the Early Years of the 21st CenturyΦέ Lecture, Icelandic Handcrafts 
Association, Reykjavik Iceland, January 2009 

o άAre Ideas Like Shirts? Innovation and Creative Thinking in Textiles, Fashion Merchandising and 
Design.έ Guest lecturer in "Innovation" seminar (TMD 402 I), University of Rhode Island, Department 
of Textiles, Fashion Merchandising, and Design, February, 2009 

o άArt, Environment, and Social Experience.έ Lecture with artist Brower Hatcher. Sponsored by Brown 
University's Div. of Engineering, the Creative Arts Council, and the Cogut Center for the Humanities. 
Brown University, April 2006 

o άExtensions of Self: Media, History, and the Perception of Style.έ Guest lecturer in "The Art and 
Science of Fashion" (TMD 402 K) seminar, University of Rhode Island, Department of Textiles, Fashion 
Merchandising, and Design, April 2005 


